Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students

Text 
Nikola Tesla

More than a century and a half has passed since the day when the great inventor, Nikola Tesla, was born, but interest in his talent and his mysterious personality is still alive. 

Nikola Tesla was born to a family of a Serbian priest in 1856 on the territory of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Nicola was the fourth of five children in the family – he had one brother and three sisters. The father served in a little church and wanted his son to become a priest too, but Nikola was keen on engineering. He probably took this interest from his mother. She was a hard-working Serbian woman who had never had any formal education but was very clever and inventive in designing all kinds of household appliances and mechanical devices. She had a remarkable memory and, though she had never learnt to read and write, could memorize long Serbian poems just by hearing them once or twice. Nikola inherited these abilities from her. 

In his early years, Nikola contracted cholera. He was in bed for nine months and nearly died of the disease several times. In a desperate moment, his worried father promised to send him to the best engineering school if he recovered from his illness. Nicola's father didn’t forget his promise and so, in 1875, the recovered Nikola Tesla entered the Austrian Polytechnic School and started his remarkable career as an engineer and inventor. 

Eventually, Tesla moved to the United States, where he became famous for his work with electricity, radio waves, and the wireless transmission of energy. Tesla supposed that it was possible to generate electricity from the atmosphere and to transmit it wirelessly over huge distances. Tesla performed most of his experiments in a specially equipped laboratory in Colorado, the USA. 

According to some of his biographers, the results were astonishing – Tesla was able to create artificial lightning, much more powerful than the natural thing. Unfortunately, the laboratory was destroyed in 1904 and, after his death in 1943, lots of Tesla’s discoveries were lost. The knowledge he had is still a mystery to many contemporary scientists. 

Listening Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
Remember: you are NOT allowed to take notes at ANY time when the text is being read to you.

Decide whether the statements are true or false:
1. Nikola Tesla was Austrian by nationality.  
2. Nicola Tesla’s father was a priest.
3. In his childhood, Nikola Tesla was deeply interested in poetry. 

4. Nikola probably got his amazing memory from his mother, who was very good at reciting long texts.

5. Young Tesla survived malaria, the deadly disease of those times. 

6. Nikola Tesla experimented a lot with oxygen and tried to generate it from the air. 

7. Tesla was able to create artificial lightning. 

8. The laboratory was destroyed in 1904.
9. After his death in 1943, lots of Tesla’s discoveries were lost.
10. The knowledge he had is still a mystery to many contemporary scientists. 
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1. There are many people who claim that they can see into the future.  Do you believe this is possible? Would you like to know what your future will be? Why or why not? What would be beneficial about seeing your future? What would b e negative about it?

2. You have been called upon to create a new national holiday for Ukraine.  What person or event would you choose to honor and why?  When would you have the holiday, and how would this affect the celebration? What traditions will be associated with this holiday? Will this holiday appeal to people around Ukraine?

3. Tourism is currently being talked about by many people in Ukraine. What kinds of tourism do you think Ukraine should offer? In your opinion, what types of tourism should be promoted most: outdoor physical activities, cultural ones or historic ones? Who should promote tourism: The government, private businesses, or citizens?
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Text 1
Read the story. Decide if each of 6 sentences is true or false and mark one.

Wonder is the story of a ten-year-old boy who lives with his parents and sister in New York. August, or Auggie, is an ordinary boy in many ways. He rides a bike and likes playing with his Xbox. But Auggie has deformities of the face and looks very different from other children. At the start of the book, he tells us “My name is August. I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s probably worse.” In the street, people look at Auggie and his appearance shocks them. 

Auggie has never been to school because he has spent a lot of time in hospital. His mother teaches him at home, but now he’s ten, she thinks he should go to school. At first, Auggie doesn’t want to go. He worries that other students will look at him and say horrible things. But then he visits a school with his mum, he likes the headteacher and decides to go. Auggie’s first year at school has good times and bad times. Auggie makes some good friends but other children are horrible to him. At the end of the year, Auggie goes on a school trip and a frightening event there changes things completely.

Wonder is an excellent book. It tells an inspiring story that makes you feel many different emotions. Once I started reading it, I didn’t want to stop. It is easy to like Auggie. He has a good sense of humour, so the book has a good mix of funny and sad moments. But the book isn’t just about Auggie. We learn what life is like for his sister and Jack, who is Auggie’s friend. Wonder is a book about a ten-year-old boy, but it’s popular with people of all ages. Pre-teens, teenagers and adults all love Wonder.
Wonder is RJ Palacio’s first book. On her website, she explains that she had the idea for Wonder after seeing a girl with deformities on the street one day. Many schools are using the book to start discussions about bullying, friendship and being different. The book is very popular and has won prizes. There will be a film of Wonder, and many people, including me, are looking forward to seeing what RJ Palacio writes next.

1. Auggie lives with his family in New York. 

2. Before he started school, Auggie’s father taught him at home. 

3. Auggie doesn’t want to go to school, but then he visits a school and changes his mind. 

4. The reviewer didn’t enjoy the book. 

5. Adults aren’t interested in reading Wonder. It’s a book only for teenagers. 

6. In the future, we will be able to watch the story of Auggie in the cinema.
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Text 2 
Read through the text and choose one answer for each question. Mark the corresponding letter A, B, C or D on your answer sheet.
We Have Simple Lives

Many people's ideas of the typical American is a loud person who boasts about their possessions and owns all the latest technology. 'The Amish are the complete opposite of this.
Most Americans would die without a car (or at least they think they would). The Amish don’t have cars, they use horses. They don’t have television either. In fact, they don’t have electricity. They don’t need it because they don’t have radios, computers or anything electrical at all. Some people might feel sorry for them or think they are mad but this is the way that the Amish have chosen to live. They think we are the weird ones. Amish people try to be as simple as possible. Modesty, family and community are the most important things to them. They don’t want to be a part of the modern world because it is too complicated and corrupt. They live independently in their own community.
They even have their own schools which only have one or two classrooms. They learn reading, writing, math and morals. The big difference from regular American schools is that they learn nothing about the world outside their community and they do not continue their education beyond the eighth grade. The Amish do not think their children need more school education after age of 13 because they will either do farm work, carpentry or help with the family business. In 1972, the US Supreme Court allowed them to stop school at 13.
Amish people are not easy to interview. They are very private people and they don’t like people taking their photograph. They say photographs steal their souls and are a sign of vanity.
The biggest Amish community in the USA is in Lancaster, Pennsylvania where there are 18,000 Amish people. In the summer it is visited by millions of people. One Amish teenager said he felt like an animal in a zoo. Some visitors shout things such as “Why are you so backward?”, laugh at their clothes or knock their hats off as a joke. They must feel angry when they are teased but demonstrating anger and violence are against Amish beliefs.
The Amish are a religious group that was started in the 1720s. They are united by their beliefs. Many people can respect that but can’t understand how the Amish can live the way that they do. They are frequently asked why they make life harder for themselves and when they will modernize themselves. In truth, most Amish communities do now have one telephone box for emergencies and perhaps one tractor for very heavy work. Communities often have meetings to discuss whether to accept a particular aspect of the modern world and what effect it will have on them. The young Amish are inevitably curious about things outside the community. Some occasionally listen to the music or even try in-skating (using a bicycle is forbidden because they travel too fast), but when they confirm their beliefs at age 13, they promise to accept Amish rules and reject such things. Only one in five people leaves the Amish community. The Amish say this shows that people enjoy living the way that they do.
7. The Amish ______
A. respect modern culture.

B. try to follow the customs of modern world.

C. have much in common with modern people.    

D. are the complete opposite of modern people.

8. Amish people _______
A. live in modest circumstances. 

B. boast about their possessions.

C. own all the latest technology. 

D. suffer the period of stagnation.

9. The Amish ______
A. envy the people in the modern world. 

B. live their own lives.

C. try to complicate their lives. 

D. do their best to improve their living conditions.

10. They _______
A. get higher education. 

B. are trained to modern specialties.

C. suffer from ignorance. 

D. master the basis of a few subjects.

11. The visitors to Amish communities _______
A. treat them with respect. 

B. study their way of life.

C. may tease and offence them. 

D. believe in their better life.

12. The Amish culture is based on _______
A. religion.  

B. the American traditions. 

C. the European life style. 

D. the culture of Indians.

13. The signs of modernization are _______
A. rarely seen in the community.    

B. usually seen in the community.

C. forbidden to demonstrate. 

D. believed to be harmful.

14. The aspects of modern world are discussed by the Amish _______
A. in the presence of visitors.         

B. with their children.

C. at the meetings.  

D. outside the community.

15. The Amish children are ______
A. interested in the things of the modern world.  

B. indifferent to the things they have never seen before.

C. very talkative with people visiting their communities.

D. curious about the photograph taking.

